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Contribute to the longevity of two of Africa’s most iconic giants – the rhino and 
elephant.  You will get close to these animals on daily research drives and play a big 

part in their conservation and in the management and upkeep of the reserve. 
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African Impact is a multi-award winning volunteer travel organisation which runs and manages 

meaningful and responsible volunteer experiences and internship programs throughout Africa.  

The organisation was founded in 2004 in Zimbabwe, and since then has grown into the African 

leaders in volunteer tourism, having facilitated over 12,000 volunteers and interns in 12 countries 

across the continent. 

 

We are proud to offer fun, safe and structured placements where volunteers understand their 

contribution to responsible projects run in partnership with local communities and conservation 

efforts. Our journey so far has been both inspiring and humbling and we will keep pushing the 

horizons of what volunteering can achieve. 

 

 in the power of volunteering and have seen the amazing things volunteers can achieve. 

 in Africa and all that this inspiring continent can offer to the world. 

 in the passionate people who work with us and alongside us to create tangible  

positive impacts and change lives. 

 

 

To us, volunteering is a two-way thing. It’s not just about the hands-on help and skills that 

volunteers bring; it’s also about what this amazing continent, its people and its wildlife can give 

those volunteers in return.  The volunteer experiences we offer in Africa are based on three key 

points: 1) volunteers having an amazing time and experiencing everything Africa has to offer; 2) 

volunteers learning as much as they can about local history, culture and wildlife and soaking up the 

essence of the country; and 3) supporting local communities and conservation efforts through 

education and hands-on help.   
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You’ll be based in the Greater Kruger area in South Africa which is home to the Big 5 (lion, leopard, 

elephant, buffalo and rhino), diverse general wildlife, and more than 400 species of birds.  
 

Volunteers will have the opportunity to be involved in a variety of research initiatives focusing on 

these key species and other resident game. The majority of the data you gather will support the 

long-term objectives of wildlife trusts and foundations including The African Lion and 

Environmental Research Trust and Save the Elephants.  
 

You will help the research work by gathering information in the field to be shared with relevant 

researchers and authorities. You will also be assisting with conservation activities on reserves in the 

area. This may include: the removal of alien plant species, the creation of waterholes / wetlands, 

road clearing, litter collection, etc. This work is essential to the management of the reserve and to 

provide a safe environment for people and animals whilst supporting balanced ecosystems. 
  

You will be given the opportunity to help use your existing and newfound knowledge by discussing 

conservation education where relevant. You may also assist in projects being run by our charity, 

The Happy Africa Foundation (THAF).  
 

Africa’s rhino population has plummeted dramatically during a long and devastating period of 

hunting and poaching.  Dedicated conservation efforts in many protected areas are attempting to 

halt and reverse this environmental disaster, however, the scourge of poaching continues to take 

its toll.  In 1960 the population of black rhino was at least 100 000 - today there are fewer than 

3,500. 
 

As part of the Endangered Species reintroduction program you will helping preserve and highlight 

these animals in their natural habitat. Their movements are tracked by the anti-poaching team, and 

general observations are gathered during research drives. You will spend time with an experienced 

guide in our research vehicle capturing information on the movements of the rhino, their favoured 

habitats, and general health. 
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The majestic elephant is under threat in Africa with poaching and habitat depletion becoming 

major problems. By observing elephants in their natural environment, you can make a real 

difference to the long-term sustainability of elephant populations.  

 

The data collected on elephant research will be used to secure a future for elephants and to help 

sustain the beauty and ecological integrity of the places where they live.   

 

We also monitor the elephant’s environment to better understand their impact on their 

surroundings. Through this understanding we can better protect them. For this reason you may 

assist in tree surveys or monitor other species affected by elephants.  

 

We work closely with Save the Elephants and support their many ground-breaking studies and 

exceptional work. (http://savetheelephants.org/)  

 

 

 Viewing wild animals in their natural habitat 

 Go on research drives to gather information on elephants and rhinos in the reserve 

 Learn about the ecology and biodiversity of the area as well as the fight against poaching in 

South Africa 

 Assist on fun conservation initiatives such as setting camera traps 

 Go to sleep at night with the sounds of African wildlife all around you 

 Help protect endangered species 

 Meet other volunteers from all over the world! 
 

 

 

http://savetheelephants.org/
http://savetheelephants.org/
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The Greater Kruger area in South Africa and home to Africa’s Big 5! 

 

 Minimum 18 years  

 Genuine love and concern for animals and the environment 

 You must be in good physical health, as you will be expected to participate in physical 

activities 

 Ability to work as part of a team, be flexible and cooperative 

 

 

 2 - 12 weeks  

 

     O.R. Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg, South Africa 

 

Please note this project has specific start dates, and you may join the project as follows for 2015:  

 

6 June / 20 June / 4 July / 18 July / 1 August / 15 August / 29 August / 12 September /                           

26 September / 10 October / 24 October / 7 November / 21 November / 5 December / 19 December 

 

Transfers to the project are on the above mentioned dates only, so please check required 

times with your Destination Manager before booking any flights. You will be dropped back at 

O. R. Tambo International Airport once your placement has ended.  
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The nearest international airport is O.R. Tambo International Airport. Internal flights can be 

booked at the following sites: www.flightsite.com; www.kulula.co.za; www.flysaa.com; 

www.flymango.co.za;   

 

You will be met in the arrivals area at the airport on the Saturday before your project begins. You 

will stay the night in Johannesburg and transfer to the volunteer base the following day which is 

about six hours by road.  Whilst on your project you will be transported by our team and guides. 

Arranging your visa is your responsibility and the information we provide is to serve as a guideline 

only. We advise that you confirm this information with the embassy / consulate of the country that 

you will be visiting in your home country before departure. 

 

It is possible to obtain a free of charge Tourist Visa upon arrival into Johannesburg which is valid for 

3 months.  Please note: when applying for your Visa it is vital that you mark that you are entering 

South Africa for HOLIDAY purposes.  Immigration can sometimes confuse ‘volunteering’ with 

‘working which can complicate your entry process. 

 

Prior to your trip you will need to arrange medical insurance which will give you full cover for any 

medical requirements which may arise during your trip, including cover for full air evacuation in the 

unlikely event that this is necessary. Your medical cover also needs to include repatriation. If you do 

not already have a company that you are happy to use to take out a policy with, we suggest World 

Nomads or Mind The Gap Year. Please be sure to check your policy carefully to ensure that it does 

cover activities which you are likely to participate in. 

 

 

http://www.flightsite.com/
http://www.kulula.co.za/
http://www.flysaa.com/
http://www.flymango.co.za/
http://www.worldnomads.com/
http://www.worldnomads.com/
http://www.mindthegapyear.com/
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During your placement you will stay in comfortable shared accommodation within the Greater 

Kruger Area. Volunteers and project staff meet and carry out inductions and research updates 

in the main lodge – a spacious thatched area boasting a large swimming pool and situated on 

18 hectares of land. This beautiful landscape serves as home to impala, warthog, bush pig, 

nyala and a great diversity of birdlife. Here, you’ll dine, relax and socialise. The lodge is staffed 

with cooks and cleaners and all bed linen and towels are provided. 

Surrounded by game reserves and the Kruger National Park, you will be serenaded by the 

sounds of the African bush.  

Spend evenings around a fire under the stunning African night sky; enjoy relaxing on your 

room balcony or by the pool bar; sit in the lounge and surf the web; enjoy the delicious food 

produced by our excellent catering team; or not take a stroll around the property enjoying our 

own slice of Africa. We look forward to welcoming you to the lodge and to the team! 

 Wi-Fi is available for an additional fee, but you will need your own laptop. 

  

 Breakfast is on a help-yourself basis and usually consists of cereals, toast, tea and coffee.  

 Lunch and dinner are full meals, and will be prepared for you.  
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 Monday through to Friday, you will participate in two activities per day, which usually include 

research drives or conservation activities. Note that in the rainy season, game drives are 

sometimes cancelled if the weather is too poor. In these cases alternative activities will be 

arranged. 

 Monitoring the behavior, feeding patterns and movement of elephant herds.  

 Monitoring the rhino population to provide vital data for the anti-poaching team. This will 

help the reserve managers understand the health of the animals and will assist in their 

conservation. 

 Capturing data as required by the reserve management teams on their ongoing endangered 

species work. 

 Carry out physical work to help regenerate natural bush from reclaimed farmland including 

the prevention of further soil erosion and the removal of old fences to avoid injuries for 

animals. 

 Contribute to the long term strategy of removal of Alien Plants from the park. 

 

To give you an idea of how your time will be split between the different aspects of the program, the 

following should be taken as an approximation:  
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We have found in the past that the more you as a volunteer put in to your involvement, the more 

you will get out. You are welcome to contact a member of staff to find out how you can best 

prepare for your stay. 

 

Please also understand that our projects are continuously evolving, being improved, and adapting 

to the needs of the local communities. As a result, involvement areas do change from time to time. 

Rest assured, your work will be necessary, rewarding and exciting. We invite you to be more than a 

tourist. 

For this project, enthusiasm for African wildlife is essential. While experience and knowledge is 

helpful, it certainly is not necessary. On arrival you will have a comprehensive orientation which will 

cover: 

 An overview of the aims of the project and your role as a volunteer. 

 An introduction to the animals you will be monitoring and their behaviour  

 An introduction to where you are staying and description of the game reserve where you will 

be conducting your game drives.  

 

Throughout your stay you will have the support and guidance of experienced guides and 

coordinators. They are part of our greater African Impact support team, and will provide you with 

competent 24-hour field support and assistance. 
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2015 GBP EUR USD AUD 

2 Weeks £ 1073 € 1395 $ 1877 $ 2092 

3 Weeks £ 1362 € 1770 $ 2383 $ 2655 

4 Weeks £ 1650 € 2145 $ 2888 $ 3218 

5 Weeks £ 1898 € 2467 $ 3321 $ 3701 

6 Weeks £ 2145 € 2789 $ 2754 $ 4183 

7 Weeks £ 2393 € 3111 $ 4187 $ 4666 

8 Weeks £ 2640 € 3432 $ 4620 $ 5148 

9 Weeks £ 2888 € 3754 $ 5053 $ 5631 

10 Weeks £ 3135 € 4076 $ 5487 $ 6114 

11 Weeks £ 3383 €4398 $ 5920 $ 6596 

12 Weeks £ 3630 € 4719 $ 6353 $ 7079 

 

 

 A contribution to our local partners which act as a conduit for the raising of 

funds for community development projects, as well as for conservation research 

initiatives.  

 Funding educational materials for the schools and tools for conservation work.  

 Return transport between O.R. Tambo International Airport and the lodge. 

 Orientation program, including a security briefing on living in the reserve. 

 All research drives/transfers that are project related, during your stay.  

 Full board and lodging, which includes 3 meals a day at our volunteer base. 

 Assistance throughout your placement from African Impact staff and volunteer 

coordinators 
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 Travel insurance for the duration of your placement 

 All transport onwards from O.R. Tambo airport once your placement has ended  

 All items of a personal nature, such as curios, gifts, clothing (work and other) 

 E-mail / internet and telephone calls 

 Soft drinks, beers, wines and spirits 

 Any excursions outside your placement (see guideline of weekend travel highlights) 

 A very small cost for laundry service (Roughly R60 for a bag of items, laundry bag is 

provided) 

 Wi-Fi which costs R100 per week or R250 per month  

 All visas for border crossings 

 

 

It is highly recommended that you bring a laptop in order to get involved in analysing data 

collected and other conservation project requirements.  

Chat to your destination manager for a more detailed checklist of what to bring.  

 

 

 

It would be unforgiveable live in such stunning scenery without exploring your surroundings! 

Weekends offer plenty of free time for you to explore or embark on organised trips and tours. Chat 

to your Destination Manager for more information on what trips are available.  
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Natascha will guide you through the whole pre-arrival procedure for 

this placement and you will receive comprehensive information 

throughout to ensure you are fully prepared for your project 

placement with us.  

 

 

Email Natascha on: natascha@africanimpact.com 

 

We look forward to welcoming you for a unique, rewarding 
and unforgettable experience! 

 

 
 

mailto:natascha@africanimpact.com
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