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Help protect wild dolphins, snorkel coral reefs and contribute to the conservation of 
a fragile marine ecosystem while living in a tropical paradise. 
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African Impact is a multi-award winning volunteer travel organisation which runs and manages 

meaningful and responsible volunteer experiences and internship programs throughout Africa.  

The organisation was founded in 2004 in Zimbabwe, and since then has grown into the Africa 

leaders in volunteer tourism, having facilitated over 12,000 volunteers and interns in 12 countries 

across the continent. 

 

We are proud to offer fun, safe and structured placements where volunteers understand their 

contribution to responsible projects run in partnership with local communities and conservation 

efforts. Our journey so far has been both inspiring and humbling and we will keep pushing the 

horizons of what volunteering can achieve. 

 

 in the power of volunteering and have seen the amazing things volunteers can achieve. 

 in Africa and all that this inspiring continent can offer to the world. 

 in the passionate people who work with us and alongside us to create tangible  

positive impacts and change lives. 

 

 

 

To us, volunteering is a two-way thing. It’s not just about the hands-on help and skills that 

volunteers bring; it’s also about what this amazing continent, its people and its wildlife can give 

those volunteers in return.  The volunteer experiences we offer in Africa are based on three key 

points: 1) volunteers having an amazing time and experiencing everything Africa has to offer; 2) 

volunteers learning as much as they can about local history, culture and wildlife and soaking up the 

essence of the country; and 3) supporting local communities and conservation efforts through 

education and hands-on help.   

 

 

  

 



info@africanimpact.com |  TEL: +27 (0)87 751 3977 

USA Toll Free: 1 800 606 7185  |  UK Toll Free: 0800 098 8440   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situated just off the Tanzanian coast in East Africa, Zanzibar is a fascinating archipelago with 

a deeply embedded history, an intriguing blend of cultures and stunningly beautiful beaches 

and sea life.  

Renowned for its white-sand beaches and turquoise waters, it is also home to many 

historical monuments, Chumbe Island Marine Reserve and Jozani Forest, where the 

indigenous Red Colobus Monkey can be found. The south coast offers you the chance to 

swim with dolphins in the warm waters of the Indian Ocean. 

Zanzibar Town, known by its old name of Stone Town (declared a world heritage site by 

UNESCO), is the capital of the archipelago. With a unique mix of Indian, Arab, and African 

mainland influences, its mesmerising culture permeates the main islands. The old Stone 

Town, with its narrow alleys winding amongst bustling markets and mosques, boasts 

amazingly crafted large wooden doors, which can be admired for hours. 

Jambiani and Kizimkazi, where you will spend most of your time as a volunteer, are small 

villages located on the southern part of Zanzibar’s beautiful and quiet east coast. About an 

hour’s drive from Stone Town, Jambiani is a long village stretched along the coastline, with 

stunning white sandy beaches where it will seem like you can walk forever.  Just half an 

hour’s drive from Jambiani, towards The south-West of Zanzibar, you can discover the 

peaceful village of Kizimkazi. Here you will find communities operating at a leisurely pace in 

the sunny tropical climate. 

 

You will witness incredible sunrises and enjoy the warm waters, but more importantly gain a 

deep insight into life on the island and an array of experiences you will treasure for a long 

time. 

Kizimkazi is a small fishing village located in the Menai Bay Conservation Area (MBCA) south-

west of Zanzibar. Menai Bay is home to a number of iconic marine species, hosting an array 

of birds, fish and mammals, including dolphins (bottlenose and humpback). There are also 

humpback whales during the months of June to October.  
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The dolphins, particularly the friendly bottlenose dolphins which are present throughout the 

year, have become a major tourist attraction. Tourists view these dolphins from fishing 

boats, and often jump into the water to swim with them. Though friendly, the dolphins can 

sometimes be surrounded by up to 20 boats chasing after them, and this can cause them 

stress, particularly when they are feeding or nursing. 

The main focus of this African Impact marine conservation project will be to monitor the 

dolphins and human-dolphin interaction.  

ACTIVITES WILL INCLUDE: 

 Monitoring the dolphins for various research purposes (i.e. behaviour, feeding, daily 

habits, reaction to humans, numbers, photos of dolphin pods) 

 Monitoring tourist numbers (to get daily, weekly, monthly and seasonal figures) 

 Monitoring tourist-dolphin interaction 

 Research and monitoring of whales during whale season (June to October) 

 Research and monitoring of coral reefs 

 Providing research data for the Institute of Marine Science in Stone Town Teaching 

English to members of the local community 

 Marine Conservation Club with kids from the local high school. 

 Helping to develop an area to raise awareness about dolphins, whales, sharks and other 

types of fish; the local marine ecosystem and local marine conservation.  

 

The information collected will feed into research, surveys and studies conducted by the 

academic and research institutions in Zanzibar. Our main project partners include the 

Kizimkazi Dolphin Tourism Association (KIDOTOA) and the Institute for Marine Science. This 

research is urgently required - some work has been done already but due to lack of 

resources and personnel there is still a lot to be done. Research to date has also usually 

been carried out on an ad hoc basis, and the African Impact project aims to provide 

consistency and continuity to this research. 

The duties carried out by volunteers will contribute greatly to work across various marine 

conservation initiatives in Zanzibar. For example, monitoring human-dolphin interaction is 

important as it will inform Government policies on how best to regulate this type of activity 

to ensure dolphins do not become stressed, which could potentially lead to lower numbers 

of dolphins in the future in this part of the world. 
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Our Zanzibar research partner will be responsible for overseeing and utilizing the data 

collection and analysis have been doing a lot of work on sustainable dolphin tourism in the 

area in collaboration with the University of Newcastle. The group also facilitated the opening 

of a local NGO known as the Kizimkazi Dolphin Tourism Association whose aim is also to 

ensure sustainable dolphin tourism.  

The rest of your time as a volunteer will be spent getting involved in helping the local 

community, doing things like beach cleans, coral reef surveys, painting etc., and in 

supporting local community groups such as local tour guides and youth initiatives.  

 Tropical island and a beautiful destination 

 Getting to know a different culture 

 Getting involved in different areas of the project (educational, conservation and 

community) 

 Great sea food and tropical fruit 

 Becoming a part of marine conservation in Zanzibar 

 Incredible snorkeling off Zanzibar  

 Having meals with a local family in a local way 

 Making a difference as you live and work as a volunteer in an amazing little village 

 Jambiani, Zanzibar Island – a fascinating archipelago just off the coast of Tanzania 

 

 Minimum 18 years, maximum dependent upon health of participant 

 You must be able to swim! 
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 2- 8 weeks

 

 The 1st or 3rd Monday of every month 

 

 

Volunteers must fly directly into Zanzibar International Airport in Stone Town, Zanzibar.  To get 

to Stone Town most international flights will likely have to connect through Nairobi, Kenya or Dar Es 

Salaam, Tanzania.    

Upon your arrival to Zanzibar, an African Impact representative will meet you at the airport and 

escort you to your new “home” in Jambiani!   

Arranging your visa is your responsibility and the information we provide is to serve as a guideline 

only. We advise that you confirm this information with the embassy / consulate of the country that 

you will be visiting in your home country before departure. 

 

Prior to your trip you will need to arrange medical insurance which will give you full cover for any 

medical requirements which may arise during your trip, including cover for full air evacuation in the 

unlikely event that this is necessary. Your medical cover also needs to include repatriation. If you do 

not already have a company that you are happy to use to take out a policy with, we suggest World 

Nomads or Mind The Gap Year, who offer comprehensive medical and travel insurance. Please be 

sure to check your policy carefully to ensure that it does cover activities which you are likely to 

participate in. 

http://www.worldnomads.com/
http://www.worldnomads.com/
http://www.mindthegapyear.com/
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During your time on the project you will be staying in Jambiani at the project base – with the beach 

at your doorstep! 

You will be able to take advantage of the fantastic private stretch of sand and palm trees between 

the bungalow accommodation and the public beach. It is a great place to soak up the sun, have a 

swim, read a book or enjoy some beach games. You will also be treated to some magnificent 

sunrises above the ocean. 

Volunteers will sleep in shared accommodation beach bungalows, which back onto the local village.  

Volunteers will room with 2 or 3 others and each bungalow has a bathroom en suite.  You will be 

placed in same gender rooms which are comfortable but basic. They are furnished with shelves to 

put your clothes on and you will be sleeping on bunk beds. We have mosquito nets and fans in the 

rooms. Housekeeping and laundry will be done on a regular basis and bedding will be provided.  

Please bring your own towel.   

Our Project Coordinator will be living on the premises and the office is also based onsite. There will 

also be a resource room to keep items needed for project work and this can be used as a great 

space for lesson preparation.  

With the added backyard space you will be able to sleep outside on the beach recliners on really 

hot evenings should you wish to do so.  

Please Note: There is NO HOT WATER for showering in - most places in Zanzibar do not have hot 

water. Water is a precious commodity in Zanzibar and should be used sparingly. 

You will be able to sit outside at the tables in your back yard in the shade for meal times. Three 

cooks work on site to prepare regular meals in our kitchen, which will be enjoyed at a communal 

outside eating area overlooking the sea.    

You will be provided with three nutritious meals a day (exception of 1 night a week where you 

will eat at a local home).  Breakfast usually consists of eggs, porridge, toast, fruit, tea and coffee.   

Lunch and dinner include a mix of local and international food and are freshly prepared each 

day by our team of dedicated chefs. 
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STRICT DIETS 

While we do our very best to provide you with varied and interesting meals, due to the nature of 

our rural location food will generally be quite simple but still nutritious. We ask that you are not 

overly fussy and ungrateful with what is provided for you.  Vegetarians who also do not eat fish 

may find the diet here quite restrictive and we highly recommend you bring food items with you 

to provide added protein to your diet.   

 

An exact daily schedule is difficult to outline, as activities depend on tides and seasons. 

However, the information below provides a rough idea of how a day in the life of a volunteer 

in Kizimkazi will look: 

 

 

6:00 am Depart project base in Jambiani 

6.30-8.30am 
Early morning boat rides to monitor tourist activities, with particular 

emphasis on human-dolphin interaction 

8:30 – 9.30 am Breakfast in Kizimkazi 

09:30 – 12.00pm 

Depending on tides and seasons, you will undertake a range of 

research and ocean activities, including monitoring dolphins and 

other species of fish, fishing activity, coral reef surveying; and the 

data entry and analysis of all. 

12.00 – 2.00pm Lunch Break 

2.00 – 3.30pm The afternoon sessions allow time for research and data analysis, or 

assisting research students and scholars with their specific research, 

working with other volunteers and locals to develop and maintain a 

local resource centre for information on dolphins, the marine eco-

system and marine conservation, and preparing information material 

and activities for the adult English classes as well as the local Marine 

Conservation Club 

4.30 pm 
Teaching English to local tour guides, fishermen and boat drivers 

(Twice a week) 

4.30 / 6:00 pm Return to Jambiani 

6.30pm  Dinner 
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FREE TIME 

In the evenings volunteers discuss their day whilst having supper together and preparing for 

the project the next day.  You will have Saturdays and Sundays “off” to do any tourist 

activities or to rest from your week of volunteering. 

Upon your arrival in Zanzibar you will be met with an African Impact sign with your name on 

it and from there you will be escorted to your new 'home' where an African Impact 

representative will meet you. Once you have settled in and depending when you arrive, you 

will be briefed on the itinerary of the orientation program. You will receive a detailed 

Welcome Pack, which will contain all the important information you may need.  

Throughout your stay at your placement you will have the support and guidance of 

experienced field-workers and coordinators. They are part of our greater African Impact 

support team, and will provide you with competent 24-hour field support and assistance. 

 

 

 

 

2015 GBP USD EUR AUD  

2 weeks 1102 1929 1433 2419 

3 weeks 1399 2448 1818 2727 

4 weeks 1695 2967 2204 3306 

5 weeks 1950 3412 2535 3802 

6 weeks 2204 3857 2865 4297 

7 weeks 2458 4302 3196 4793 

8 weeks 2712 4746 3526 5289 
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You are welcome to volunteer for anything from 2 weeks up to 8 weeks on this project.  

Please note that when volunteering on this programme, you will need to purchase a holiday 

/ tourist visa upon arrival at the airport (US50 – USD100) and then a volunteer visa  will be 

arranged with you once you are at the project.  

This will cost you an extra USD200 and you will need to bring 6 coloured passport photos 

with you, as well as a colour photocopy of your passport. Our Zanzibar Project Manager will 

assist you with arranging this additional volunteer visa once you are at the project. 

 

 

 

 Project Fee: this entails financing that goes directly back into the project that you are 

involved with. 

 Your fee facilitates funding for items such as building materials, equipment, supplies, 

foodstuffs, etc. Project fees are also used to buy vehicles/equipment and for 

developing new housing for volunteers to provide for the expansion of the project. 

 All airport transfers from Zanzibar Airport or ferry port/harbour upon your arrival 

and departure 

 Orientation program 

 Any daily transport that might be required as part of the project during your stay 

 Full board and lodging which includes 3 meals a day in Jambiani at your African 

Impact Base (Exception of 1 night a week on a Wednesday evening at a local 

restaurant which costs between USD$7 – USD$15) 

 Weekly laundry service during your stay 

 Assistance in your projects by various African Impact staff and volunteer coordinators 

 Full support from African Impact and your coordinator throughout your time on your 

Zanzibar placement 
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 Personal travel insurance for the duration of your placement which must include 

cover for repatriation 

 All transport by air or ferry to Zanzibar Island  as well as transport that is not related 

to the project 

 All items of a personal nature, such as curios, gifts, clothing (work and other) 

 E-mail/Internet and telephone calls 

 Soft drinks, wines and spirits 

 Evening meal at a local teacher’s home 

 All visas for border crossings 

 Any excursions over and above your planned itinerary in Zanzibar and Tanzania 

 

 

“Ramadan is an Islamic religious observance that takes place during the ninth month of the Islamic 

calendar; the month in which the Qur'an (occasionally written as Koran in non-Islamic cultures) was 

revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. It is the Islamic month of fasting, in which participating Muslims 

do not eat or drink anything from true dawn until sunset. Fasting is meant to teach the person 

patience, sacrifice and humility. Ramadan is a time to fast for the sake of Allah, and to offer more 

prayer than usual. During Ramadan, Muslims ask forgiveness for past sins, pray for guidance and help 

in refraining from everyday evils, and try to purify themselves through self-restraint and good deeds.” 

(Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan)  

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramadan
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RAMADAN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS:  

 

For the month of Ramadan and the 4 days of Eid all school children will be on holiday and the 

schools will be closed so there will be NO volunteer work associated with the schools during this 

month. It is very likely that our adult English classes will still be running but attendance will be 

poor and volunteers will need to be flexible.   

 

In respect to the local traditions, during Ramadan, volunteers cannot eat, drink, smoke or chew 

in public. You will however be able to have normal meals back at the project base. Please also 

bear in mind that everything will be slower than usual in Zanzibar BY FAR as all the locals will be 

fasting which makes them extremely tired! 

 

Zanzibar is a wonderful place to visit with many brilliant activities to offer during “off” times.  As 

an African Impact Volunteer, we do have certain commitments and obligations within the 

community that we need to fulfil and relationships that we need to uphold.  Please do not view 

your placement as a holiday as there is much needed work to be done in the community.   

 

CULTURAL NORMS 

Zanzibar is a 95% Muslim society, and the majority of local people will take offence at 

inappropriately dressed visitors. For this reason, women should not wear revealing clothing.  

Skirts above the knee, sleeveless tops and low necklines should not be worn, especially when in 

towns and villages and most importantly whilst doing project work. Women should wear long 

skirts or shorts/trousers (at least knee-length) and cover their shoulders. Women should also 

note that clothing should not be too tight. Leggings, for example, are not acceptable when 

working on project. Men should keep their shirts on in the village/town area, and also wear at 

least knee-length shorts. 

 

Zanzibar is a Muslim country where drinking alcohol is not looked upon favourably. Therefore, 

we have rules at our volunteer project to ensure that we continue to have good relations within 

the Jambiani community: 

 Drinking alcohol is not permitted during working hours or during weekday evenings 

 NO drunken behaviour whatsoever  

 Drugs, in any form, are not permitted to be used or be in your possession at any time.  
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During your stay you will have the opportunity to enjoy some incredible attractions in the 

surrounding areas such as Mikumi National Park, Ruaha National Park, the famous Serengeti 

National Park, the unique Ngorongoro Crater, and climbing the mighty Kilimanjaro!  Zanzibar 

and Tanzania offer a variety of tours and safari options, which are perfect for a week-end 

getaway or a pre/post project safari.  Most activities are priced all-inclusive providing transport, 

transfers, accommodation, guide and driver, park entry fees, etc.   Our office in Zanzibar will be 

happy to assist you in exploring the options.   

 Incredible snorkeling and scuba diving off Zanzibar islands coral reef 

 Volleyball, football and games on the beach 

 Jozani Forest – Red Colobus Monkey 

 Dolphin and humpback whale watching at Kizimkazi (seasonal) 

 Stone Town City Tour, Spice Tour, Prison Island 

 Having meals with a local family in a local way 

 Enjoy the beautiful sunset and tropical BBQs on the beach 

 

 

Marnie will guide you through the whole pre-arrival procedure 

for this placement and you will receive comprehensive 

information throughout to ensure you are fully prepared for 

your project placement with us.  

 

Marnie is originally from Zimbabwe and spent many years living 

and working in the UK, Channel Islands, South Africa and 

Botswana.   She loves working with people and says the buzz of 

the hospitality industry is hard to beat!  Before moving to Cape Town a couple of years ago, Marnie 

managed several safari camps in some wonderfully wild game reserves and remote wilderness 

concessions in southern Africa, and she prides herself on putting this experience to good use in her 

role as Destination Manager here at African Impact.  

 

Email Marnie on: marnie@africanimpact.com 

mailto:marnie@africanimpact.com
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